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November 10, 1899 2002 

MAURITIUS. 

Plague and its management. 

Port Louis, Mauritius, September 14., 1899. 

Sir : Hitherto in my various reports upon the introduction and spread 
of bubonic plague in Mauritius, I have frequently alluded to the anoma- 
lous methods adopted by the colonial authorities in their efforts to 
stamp out this terrible malady. So far, I have not been mistaken in 
my impressions. 

Grave contentions in the counsel of government and the different 
opinions held by the members of the board of health have finally led 
up to the epidemic character of the disease, until it has now gone far 
beyond the control of either of these bodies. Notwithstanding the 
establishment of numerous health bureaus, a great increase in the 
official staff of the health department, and the immense sums of money 
disbursed, all seem to be of no avail, as the mortality and the number 
of plague cases increase daily. 

The inclosures transmitted with this dispatch will give the Depart- 
ment some idea of the existing state of affairs here regarding the sanitary 
condition of the colony and the supernatural and other means now 
resorted to in order to cure the victims. It appears strange how such 
methods on the eve of the twentieth century can be entertained in a 
Christian land. 

Eespectfully, John P. Campbell, 

United States Consul. 

Hon. Assistant Secretary of State. 



Reports from the City of Mexico, Monterey, and San Luis Potosi. 

City of Mexico, Mexico, October 24, 1899. 
Sir : I have the honor to make my weekly report as follows : At the 
City of Mexico, for the week ended October 23, 116 passengers were 
inspected, 109 passed, and 7 detained and baggage (14 pieces) disin- 
fected. For the same period 2 carloads and 108 barrels of oranges from 
Yantepec were passed. At Monterey for the week ended October 21, 
103 passengers were inspected and passed. At San Luis Potosi for the 
week ended October 21, 10 passengers were inspected and passed. The 
health of the city of Monterey still remains good, and all reports indi- 
cate a general subsidence of the yellow fever in Mexico for this season. 
Eespectfully, L. E. Cofer, 

Assistant Surgeon, 77. S. M. M. S. 
The Surgeon-General, 

U. S. Marine- Hospital Service. 

Report from Vera Cruz — Peculiar disease in Orizaba. 

Vera Cruz, Mexico, October 28, 1899. 

Sir : I have the honor to make the following report for the week 
ended October 26 : Cases of yellow fever, 7 ; deaths from yellow fever, 
4 ; deaths from pernicious fever, 2 ; from remittent, 1 ; from tubercu- 
losis, 7 ; total mortality from all causes, 36. 

Have inspected and issued bills of health to 14 vessels and issued 
certificates to 162 passengers for United States and Cuban ports during 



